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November at the Peaks Island Branch Library
129 Island Avenue 766-5540 email: peaks@portlandpubliclibrary.org
Hours Open: Tues 2-8 Wed 10-4 Fri 10-2 Sat8-12
First Tuesdays Book Discussion: Due to Election Day, we ' ll be meeting on N ovember 12, and will be
d iscussing Educated by Tara Westover. The meeting is at 7pm, in the Community Room. Everyone is
welcome. For the meeting on December 3, the book is Mink River by Brian Doyle. If you need a copy
oftb e book, call or come into the library.
The Peaks Knitting Group continues in the library on November 12. It meets the 2nd Tuesday of
every month from 6:30-7:30 . Bring your current project and join other knitters for conversation and
inspiration! All are welcome, as are all skill levels.
Technology Tutoring continues November 13 and is available the 2nd Wednesday morning of each
month. Tutoring sessions are for all levels of computer users for 30 minutes of free computer assistance.
Advance registration is required.
On Wednesday, November 13, from 7-8:00 pm join Buck Benedict and Joy Mills for Continuing the
Conversation ... about Dying and Death . Death is a fact of life that most ofus are reluctant to talk
about . But if we create a safe space, we can share experiences, learn from one another, and be better
prepared for a loved one 's dying ... and our own. Buck& Joy will be facilitating a monthly discussion on
the 2nd Wednesday of each month in the Community Room.
Marine Mammals of Maine (MMoME) will present "A Seal's Journey" , an illustrated talk which
explores their work responding to and assessing animals in the field , the natural history and
identification of seal species, and a look inside MMoME 's unique seal triage and rehabilitation center.
This program is geared for those ages 7 through adult and will take place on Saturday, November 16
from 10:30-11:30 in the Community Room.
Middle School Book Club will meet on Tuesday, November 19 at 5:30 pm in the Community
Room, across from the library. It is open to all 6, 7, & 8 graders. We will have fun, food, and
conversations about books!
Story Times:
Rhythm & Rhymes for babies & toddlers - Wednesdays, November 6, 13, 20 & 27 at 10:15
Pre-School Story Time geared for 3-5 year olds - Fridays, November 1, 8, 12, 22, & 29 atl0:15
DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH'S STAR is Monday, November 25. Bring articles copy ready to
the Library. When the Library is closed, you may put them in the book return in the hallway or slip them
under the Library door.

The Fifth Maine Museum
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www.frfthmainemuseum.org, 207-766-3330

THANK YOU FOR A WONDERFUL 2019 SEASON!
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History. Legacy. Community.

Thanks to the The INN on Peaks Island and to everyone who came to our
fundraise r. You all know how to put the FUN in fundraiser ! The place was
hummin ' -- filled w ith islanders having a great time.

We followed it up with a terrific turnout for the Harvest Supper. The food was 5000 good (thank you Roxanne! thank
you bakers! and thank you Debbie Jordan for our the cauliflower chickpea curry!) . A huge shout out to Peter Donnelly
for creating a wonderful ambiance with his great piano playi ng. It was a treat to see everyone gathered together for
fun, food and conversation -- thank you all for coming!
It 's been a wonderful 2019 sea son. Parties on the porch, historical programming, 1970s exhibit open ing, a NEW ROOF!
We are truly grateful for the tremendous support of our island commun ity. The Fifth Ma ine Museum wouldn't be in
the great shape that it is today w ithout the generosity of our members and friends .

Stay connected - follow us on Facebook or sign up for our bi-annual e-newsletter (under the
SUPPORT tab of our website) . Stay tuned for 2020 --- there is lots more fun to come!!

Peaks Island Community Food Pantry
The Peaks Island Community Food Pantry Is located in the Brackett Memorial Church
and is open on Mondays at 3:30-Spm. Our mission is to provide food assistance to
our island neighbors in need, supported by many different individuals and
organizations from Peaks Island.

This month we will be organizing our sixth annual "Buy two, give one" food drive at Hannigan's.
Thank you to Bob Hannigan and all the staff for thei r support of thi s food drive.

toilet paper, canned tuna, beef
stew, corned beef hash, single-serve microwavable meals (i.e. Hormel's Comp/eats), laundry
detergent, dishwashing soap, spaghetti sauce, canned ravioli, cooking oil, canned peas, canned
green beans, tomato soup, pickles, small jars of mayonnaise.
If you would like to donate items to the food pantry, our needs this month are:

A reminder that you can send in cash donations using the Paypal donation button on our website,
www.peaksislandfoodpantry.org . We can also accept checks made out to "Peaks Island Food Pantry" - send to Susan
Hanley, 108 Brackett Avenue, Peaks Island, ME 04108. If you have any questions about the food pantry, or you would
like to arrange a food drop off or a donation pick up. please contact Susan Hanlev. 207-332-2443.

HOMESTART AWARDED FUNDS FOR ADU

On October 21, Portland City Council unanimously approved a grant for
$36,000 towards the creation of an Accessory Dwelling Unit at 18 Luther
St. It was one of only 3 projects awarded in Portland from the City's
Housing Trust Fund. Part of the funds will also go to the improvement of
the existing house at 18 Luther St.
There is one catch however. Homestart must raise matching funds of
$36,000; that's where our generous Peaks community comes in.
Look for our new blue brochure outside the Library for information about
the project and how to make a contribution. With your help we will get the
ADU off the ground and add one more affordable year round rental on
Peaks.
PEAKS ISLAND TAX AND ENERGY ASSISTANCE
NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
October's bright blue weather reminded us just how beautiful New England is during the fall months. Heating
season is right around the comer and if we believe the newspapers then we need to be prepared as the Press
Herald's headline has told us before: "Cost of winter heating the U.S. may send chill up your spine." The price
of energy has not been stable lately. The good news is Energy Assistance will be there to assist those who cannot
pay their entire energy bill, and we will pay up to $350 for energy assistance. Please fill out an application, which
is available at the Library on the bulletin board and bring it to a member of our clergy for approval. Please be
sure to follow the directions outlined on the application.
Over the last 13 years we have assisted about 40 families each year. We will be :fundraising to be sure we can
continue to assist all those in need. We do send cards or notes for celebrations, birthdays, anniversaries, get well
wishes, or in memory of a loved one or friend, when a donation is made to PITEA. It is a simple way to honor
friends and neighbors and to make a donation to PITEA.
If you like to cook, like to help your neighbors and friends, and wish tq be more active on the Island, please
consider joining our committee

If you like to cook, like to help your neighbors and frien9s, and wish to be more active on the Island, please
consider joining our committee. We do want to celebrate with our Loaf and Ladle Dinners or another fun activity
for all of us to get together to meet new neighbors and enjoy the company of friends new and old. Our next Loaf
and Ladle Dinner will be Sunday, January 19th• And we will be serving comfort foods.
It is truly rewarding to know that PITEA continues to provide tax assistance and energy assistance for those who
need a little help to get through tax and energy seasons. With your help PITEA continues to provide tax assistance
and energy assistance for those who need a little help to get through tax and energy seasons.
For more information please call Cynthia at 766-0067 or speak to a member.
PEAKS SISLAND TAX AND ENERGY ASSISTANCE
Ralph Ashmore, Linda Capone-Newton, Peter Eckel, Nancy Hall, Tookie Harris, Kim Maclsaac, Linda Murphy,
John O' Brien, Cynthia Pedlikin, Howard Pedlikin, Randy Schaeffer, Megan Selby and Val Simoneau

Brackett Memorial United Methodist Church
We are a Welcoming, Inclusive. Reconciling and Non-Conforming Congregation
9 Church Ave; 207-766-5013;brackettmumc@gmail.com;www.brackettmumc.org
Rev. Will Green, Pastor
All are welcome to join any of our worship, fellowship, or mission opportunities.
Sunday Morning Worship at 10am . Followed by an informal time of food and fellowship in the church hall.
Peaks Island Food Pantry at Brackett Church, Mondays, 3:30-Spm.
Brackett Church History Night - Friday, November 8th, 6:00pm - Potluck dinner and telling the story of the
history of Brackett Memorial Church. A night over 158 years in the making!
Window Insert Build - Tuesday November 12th through Tuesday the 19th - Volunteers are needed to help
build 279 (!) inserts.If you can help please contact Randy at rand vschaeffer@!!:111n il.co111. We could use the
assistance since we' re making more than we have in the past.
Save the date for a Thanksgiving Community Dinner on Saturday November 23rd at Brackett Memorial
Church. A sign-up list will be going out in early November for people who would like to bring food to
share, though that is not a requirement for attending. This event will be a lot offun. We hope to see you
there.
Prayer shawl knitting - Fridays. Whatever your skill level, all knitters are welcome to join us on Friday
mornings at 10:30, at Emily Sherwood's for our prayer shawl knitting group. We've given our shawls to
people all over the world. If you know someone who would appreciate a homemade gift made with love,
please let the church know.

St. Christopher Catholic Church
Rector: Father Greg Dube at 773-7746
All Saints' Day Mass - Friday, November 1st at 6:15 PM.
Sunday Mass is at 10 AM each week. For information about services on
the mainland, check www. portlandca tho lie. erg. For information
concerning Baptism, Reconciliation & Marriage, please contact Father Greg.
Rosazy: The Scripture Studies Group invites all to pray the Rosary for
special intentions and world peace at 9:30 AM before Mass each Sunday.
M meets Wednesdays from 6:15 to 7:15 PM in the Parish House.
Share Scrivture
with Islanders from 9:30 to 11 AM each Wednesday in
..
the Parish House on Central Avenue.

Free Medical Eguipment Available
The Peaks Island Health Center and St. Christopher's Church
have free medical equipment such as wheelchairs, walkers, and crutches
available on loan temporarily. They are provided on a first come, first
served basis at no charge. Borrowers are only asked when they will
return the equipment and also relieve the program of any liability.
For more information, contact Kay Taylor at 766-2811 or islapicos
@maine.rr.com; or Chris Hoppin at 766-2593 or choppin@aol.com.

Friends of the Peaks Island Library
What are the telltale signs of hearing loss? Are various hearing aids better for certain kinds of hearing
loss? Audiologist, Ruth E Cook will give an interactive presentation about adult hearing loss on
November 14 from 1:00-2:30 pm in the Community Room. This program is cosponsored by the
Friends of the Peaks Island Library and the Peaks Island Health Center Board.
On Tuesday, November 19 from 7:00-8:00 pm, The Friends of the Peaks Island Library welcome
author Mira Ptacin as she introduces The In-Betweens: The Spiritualists, Mediums, and Legends of
Camp Etna. Her newest book is a non-fiction account of the women of Camp Etna, a Spiritualist
Community in the Maine Woods, where practitioners connect the living and the deceased. Kirkus
Reviews calls Mira's book "an eye-opening, consistently fascinating, and engrossing profile of the
modern spiritualist movement. Books will be available for sale and signing. Tltis p rogram will take
place in the Community Room.

SENIOR NEWS
Fall is here, and the temperature outside has dropped! The Seniors will
have their next potluck luncheon on Monday, November 11 th . We will meet
at noon in the Fay Garman House Community Room. Please bring a dish
to share with your friends and neighbors. All Seniors are welcome!
We are now offering Chair Yoga at the Fay Garman House Community
Room every Tuesday and Thursday afternoons starting at 4 pm for about
an hour. Chair yoga is a great way to relax from head to toe without the
stress of getting out of your chair. There is no charge for these yoga
sessions and are open to anyone who wants a quick way to stretch their
body and relieve tensions.

American Legion Post 142
Join us for our traditional Veterans' Day Dinner on Sunday,
November 10th beginning at 5 PM. Bruno's Restaurant is
providing delicious lasagna. It's free for Veterans and others
are asked to make donations to support Honor Flight Maine.
Also, football is on the big screens each Sunday. Music
jamming sounds off Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. All
island musicians are welcome to join in. Trivia begins at 6 PM
on Thursdays. ALL are welcome!

Our mission is to provide transportation for Peaks Islanders who are receiving
chemotherapy, radiation, or medical treatments for life-limiting diseases.
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Loretta Voyer Fund Holiday Arts and Craft Fair
at JONES LANDING
Saturday, December 7th, 10am - 3pm

Please join us at the Loretta Voyer Fund Holiday craft fair to find hundreds of handmade
gifts and lots of wonderful raffle prizes. Support the Loretta Voyer Fund AND local
artisans by doing your holiday shopping locally. Many thanks to Robin Clark at Jones
Landing for providing us with a large, beautiful space - which means more artists and
craftsmen and more money raised for the Loretta Voyer Fund. This yea r's fair has over 25
artisans!
The craft fair is our annual fundraiser, but donations are accepted any time. Please send
donations to The Loretta Voyer Fund, c/o Melissa Conrad, 152 Brackett Avenue, Peaks
Island, ME 04108. For more information about the Loretta Voyer Fund, please contact
Melissa Conrad , 766-9736 or mconrad@backshore.net.
Please Join Us for The Peaks Island Music Association's 33 rd Annual

Holiday Concert
Sunday, December 8, 2019
3:00 pm & 7:00 pm
At Brackett Church
Co-sponsored by Brackett UMC
A true community event - respecting and representing different holiday traditions. Fun for
all! Come sing, laugh, and share the joys of this holiday season with your neighbors!
$5.00/adult, $2/child, under 5 free.
For more information, contact: Faith York, 766 5763 or FYo_nPI@aol.com

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)

What did we learn from the October power outage?
Our Peaks Island Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) works with the Portland Fire Department to assist response
to emergencies and disasters. Help is available by calling 911.
We have power generators for medical use and are also
discussing arrangements with the Community Center, Fay Garman
House and Brackett Church for renewal of temporary shelters and
electricity for eel phones.
CERT also needs more volunteers. For more info, call Jay
Desmond at 766-2088.

Peaks Island Health Center
EVENTS

COME SEE US
Day-trippers and
year-rounders everyone is welcome!
87 Cent ral Avenue
Peaks Island, ME
Seeing patients
Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday from
8:30 a.m -3:00 p.m.
Call (207) 766-2929
to schedule your
appointment

Adult Hearing Loss
November 14, 2019 at 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Peaks Island Community Room
What are the telltale signs of hearing loss? What are the best treatment
options available today? Join Audiologist Ruth E. Cook for an interactive
presentation on diagnosis, treatment, and advances in hearing aids.
Sponsored by Friends of the Peaks Island Library and the Peaks Island Health Center.

NEWS

Help us keep high quality healthcare
close to home!
Our annual fundraising appeal will soon be arriving in island mailboxes.
We count on the generosity of our community to offset the costs of
providing on-island care for acute illness, chronic conditions, and more for
your friends and neighbors. Thank you for your support!
Find the latest news and events at peaksislandhealthcenter.org

Taxi News
call (207} 518-0000 for service

Calling for your Island Taxi Memories!
We want to hear from you about adventures you've had with the island taxi. Here are some our drivers
have shared.
One reminisced about some of his fares who gave him a chuckle in the middle of a 15 hour shift when
he met every ferry from early AM to the last boat. The favorite was driving for chocolate chip cookies.
His fare needed to get to the health center and home in a hurry and hadn' t gotten to the bank: she rushed
in to her house and came out with a batch of homemade cookies. Happy driver.
Another favorite was a centennial who upon entering the taxi announced, "I' m in the book!" meaning
she knew the taxi policy (or was setting it) that elderly go free. She did.
But the ' bestest' of the best was the guy who helped push the taxi out of a snowbank and still paid full
fare. That's community!
Email your story to news@peaksislandtaxi.org or mail it to P .O. Box 14, Peaks Island. We'd love to
hear from you.

Peaks Island Elementary School
th

As we enter November, we have much learning to pack in as we prepare for our upcoming 150 School
Birthday Celebration! Prior to their starting their own work in physical theater for one of our
projects, our 3 rd , 4th and 5t h grade students will be attending a theater performance at Portland
th
Ovations entitled "Magic Tree House: Showtime with Shakespeare" on the morning of November 18 •
Our PreK - 2nd grade students will be attending a Portland Ovations performance in March and we'l l
have more details forthcoming as we get closer to the date.
In addition to working with artists-in-residence Gretchen Berg and Sarah Boyden starting in late
November on our 150th Birthday projects, we also are excited to collaborate with the Peaks Island
Historical Society and the Fifth Maine Museum. If you happen to be a PIES alumni (from any decade
and for any duration of tenure!) please contact the school if you would be interested in being
interviewed by our students and/or writing a short one page piece of a favorite memory of your time
th
attending the school. As a reminder, our 150th Birthday Celebration will be Tuesday, December 17
th
at 6:15 p.m. (snow day will be December 19 ) . We hope you'll mark this on your calendar and join us
for what promises to be a truly special celebration for our school , the heartbeat of our is land
community.
Warm Regards,
Kelly Hasson, Teacher Leader

November Saturday Night Movies
Free in the Community Room
5:30
2 Toy Story 1 81 min 1995 (G)
9 The Absent-Minded Professor 96 min 2003 (G)
16 No Movie
23 No Movie
30 The Muppet Christmas Carol 85 min 1992 (G)

7:30
2 A Fish Called Wanda 108 min 2006 (R)
9 Oh Brother, Where Art Thou? 107 min 2000
(PG13)
16 The Rider 103 min 2018 (R)
23 Strictly Ballroom 94 min 2010 (PG)
30 The Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are
Coming 126 min 19 66 (unrat ed )

This film series is sponsored by Friends of the Peaks Island Library. If you are interested in
becoming a volunteer projectionist, stop by the Library for more information!
Pick up a flyer in the library to find out more information about these films!

.
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PEAKS ISLAND CHILDREN'S WORKSHOP:

71 Herman Avenue: 766-2854

www.picw.org
PICW WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY NOVEMBER nm IN OBSERVANCE OF
VETERAN'S DAY AND NOVEMBER 28 th AND 29 th FOR THANKSGIVING
PICW is extremely thankful for the Peaks Island Fund and Peaks Island Fuel for fixing our heating
system last month and just in time for the cold weather.
Starting Tuesday November 6 1\ we would like to invite families with small children ages 6 weeks to 4
years to come and join us for music class with Ms. Faith. We will be meeting every Tuesday in the
Infant/Toddler room from 8:30am to 9am.
We are currently looking for year-round, full-time and part-time staff. Applicant must love children,
enjoy the outdoors, be mature, reliable, and well presented. To apply, please send resume along with a
cover letter to Katie at office@picw.org or via snail mail to PO Box 80. Applicants can also stop by the
office to pick up an application.

All are welcome to join us on November 27 111, 11:45am to 1pm, for our Annual Stone Soup. If you
are interested in attending, please RSVP to Katie by the 22 nd .
PICW is accepting applications for part/full time care on our WAIT-LIST. Contact Katie at office@picw.org for
applications. The Board of the PICW is always open to suggestions and communication from the community. Please
contact us through Board Chair, Jennifer Eckel, at jgeckel l@gmail.com .

Peaks Island Children's Christmas Party
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The annual Peaks Island Lions Club and Peaks Island American Legion, McVane Post 142
Children's Christmas Party will be held at the Peaks Island Elementary School on Friday,
December 20th right after school. All Peaks Island children from birth through grade five are
invited to attend. It is requested that parents/caregivers also be presei:it to assist in the festivities .
Signup sheets for children who do not attend the Peaks Island Elementary School can be found at
Hannigan's Market, the Peaks Island Cafe and the Peaks Island Library from Friday, November
15 through Friday, December 6. Please sign up to assure that your child receives an age
appropriate gift.
USED EYEWEAR COLLECTION ENDING- DEC 31 11
The PI Lions Club will be ending its program to collect used eyewear at the end of December. Our
sincere thanks go out to all the generous islanders who have donated close to 500 pairs of glasses so
far. Until Dec. 31st they can still be dropped off at the churches, Hannigan's, Lisa's Cafe, the health
clinic, and the community center.

NOVEMBER 2019 at the PEAKS ISLAND COMMUNITY CENTER
City of Portland Parks, Recreation and Facilities
Portland Parks & Recreation Programs are for Peaks Island and Portland residents and are held
in the Peaks Island Community Center. The Peaks Community Center is available for a variety of
eYents, functions and educational programs. For more information on programs, events and to
schedule use of the Peaks Island Community Center, please contact Diane Ricciotti, Recreation
Progran1mer at 766-2970 or dianer@portlandmaine.gov

Low Impact Aerobics Wilh Weighls
Every Mon. & Thurs. 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Not Your Kid's Games ·wilh Karen
Nov. 12 from 1:00-2:30 p.m.

This class does a wide range of exercises Lo build
strength and stamina with the availability of using
hand-held weights. It is a fun-filled hour of
aerobics that will make you smile and laugh. All are
welcome. FREE !

You may think board games and c,u-d games have
vanished like the dinosaurs, but not so! These tried
,md true pastimes are making a come back. Join
Portland Recreation's Karen Seymour on the 1st
Tuesday of every month to try out one or two of the
new games available for grownups during Peaks
Isl,md's own c.;amc Afternoon. The games start on
Nov. 12, Mark your calendars to chase those winter
blues away with fun games and certainly lots of
laughs on the 1st Tuesday of every month through
June 2020!! Open Lo All!!! !?REE!

Slrenglh Training For Women
Every Tues. & Friday 7:15-8:15 a.m.
Each session slarls with a 10-minule stretch
and aerobic warm-up and moves into a full range of
exercises and stretches with the use of weights.
Exercises arc guided with attendees in chairs or
standing. Fee: $60.00 or $5.00 drop in fee per

class.

Adult Strength Training
Every Tues. & Friday 8:30-9:30 a.m.
Come join us in the Adult Strength Training
Class with instructor Devon Kraft. Each class starts
with aerobic warm-ups moving into s tretches and
exercises. Exercises arc guided with attendees
standing or in chairs and the use of hand-held
weights. Fee: $60.00 or $5.00 drop in fee per class

Weekly Thursday Knil. Chat & Etc.
Thursdays 10:45-u:45 a.m. Join us for our
weekly Knit & Chat, Paint & ETC. Group. !?eel free
to bring your favorite project, easel & writing
project with you. All ages arc welcome to join us.
All the items we knit are donated to various
non-profits in Portland. Open to All!!! FREE!

Annual Peaks Island Tree Lighting
Dec, 7 4:00-5:00 p.m. Peaks Turn Around
We will sing carols, decorate the "living tree" and
welcome Santa Claus as he arrives with the help of
the Portland Police and Portland !?ire Departments.
Hot chocolate and cookies will be served following
the Annual Tree Lighting compliments of the Peaks
Cafe. Please join us in ringing in the 2019

Holidays.

How to rent and reserve a
Parks & Recreation Facility including
a Community Center and how to view a
Community Center Monthly Calendar:
1.

Go the Parks/Rec Online Version:
https://register.capturepoint.com/ Portland
Cityof Portland Parks and
Recreation-Community Pass Catalog

2.

Click on to the following drop downs:
•
•
•

Facilities
Calendar (to see monthly events)
Peaks Island Community
Center/ Peaks Island Community
• Reserve Now
• Create A Community Pass Account
Or You Can contact Diane Ricciotti directly to rent
and reserve t he Peaks Community Center by
requesting an email copy of Portland Parks,
Recreation and Facilities Community Center Rental
Application Form at clic.meNvportlcmclrnaine.g:ov.
Simply fill out the Community Center Application
Form and email it directly to Diane. Your
reservation will be confirmed via email once
processed and approved.

